
 

 

 

PREPARE YOURSELF FOR AN INSANE AMOUNT OF COMEDY. 

 

MOONTOWER JUST FOR LAUGHS AUSTIN 

COMEDY FEST REVEALS FIRST LOOK AT TALENT  

FOR ITS TRIUMPHANT RETURN,  

APRIL 12-23, 2023. 

 

100+ COMICS HEAD TO DOWNTOWN AUSTIN, TX 

FOR TWO WEEKS OF UNPARALLELLED COMEDY 

  

INITIAL TALENT APPEARING INCLUDES TREVOR NOAH, SETH MEYERS, 

CHELCIE LYNN, BEN SCHWARTZ AND FRIENDS, VIR DAS, CHRIS DISTEFANO, 

GIGGLY SQUAD, FELIPE ESPARZA, NIMESH PATEL, CARLOS BALLARTA & 

MORE 

Badges on Sale Now! 

 

 

 

AUSTIN, TEXAS (December 1, 2022) — Moontower Just For Laughs Austin, the two-week comedy 

festival that takes over 10+ venues in Austin every year, has been called “an embarrassment of comedy 

riches” by previous badge holders for a reason: their fest experience centers fans and artists alike while 

serving up a colossal, expertly curated lineup that balances huge stars, cult favorites, comics to watch, 

cast panels, and top Austin talent. In addition, a number of performances will be presented in both 

English and Spanish. 

 

 

Last year, Austin’s Moontower Comedy—produced by the Paramount Theatre—and Montreal’s Just 

For Laughs combined forces to grow what was previously a four-day fest into a two-week extravaganza. 



The 11th year of the festival takes place April 12-23, 2023 and sees some beloved fest favorites returning 

and a whole lot of new, hilarious talent. 

 

 

As previously announced, international comedy superstar, Trevor Noah, will be performing four shows 

at the Bass Concert Hall from April 20-23, 2023; with a limited amount of premium tickets being held 

exclusively for purchase by festival badge holders.  

 

 

This first talent reveal also includes more than 20 Paramount and Stateside headlining shows, with more 

still to come. Among those making their Paramount debuts are Chris Distefano, whose Brooklyn-born 

edge and nice-guy charm won over fans of MTV’s Girl Code/Guy Code series before releasing specials on 

both Comedy Central and Netflix; and Chelcie Lynn, the self-described “majestic internet phenomenon,” 

who brings her 2 Fingers & a 12 Pack Tour to the fest. Also appearing at the Paramount for the first time 

are Nimesh Patel, comedian and Emmy-nominated writer whose self-released special “Jokes to Get You 

Through Quarantine” has garnered a million views; and Giggly Squad, hosted by Hannah Berner and 

Paige DeSorbo, a live podcast where two besties make fun of everything, including themselves, as they 

discuss pop culture, fashion trends, and expose their personal lives.  

 

 

Returning to the Paramount with a brand new show is Seth Meyers, Emmy Award-winning writer and 

host of “Late Night with Seth Meyers,” as well as Felipe Esparza, winner of 2010’s Best Comic Standing, 

host of the What’s Up Fool? Podcast, and star of three successful stand-up specials on Netflix and HBO; 

and Vir Das, India’s biggest stand-up comedian and Bollywood star who has crossed over to become a 

global comedy sensation. 

 

 

Returning to headline the Stateside Theatre are Brad Wiliams, Maria Bamford, Robert Kelly, and 

Preacher Lawson, most known from his turn on America’s Got Talent, as well as a fest debut by Kenny 

Sebastian, who rose to prominence on YouTube before releasing specials on Amazon Prime and Netflix. 

Rounding out the Stateside headliners is Mexico City’s Carlos Ballarta, who will perform two intimate 

shows in Spanish as the festival continues to grow their Spanish language programming.  

 

 

As longtime fest-goers know, comedy magic happens in the clubs, where intimate venues feature 

national headliners like Dana Gould, Jon Rudnitsky, Punkie Johnson, Adam Ray, and Moses Storm’s 

Perfect Cult, an immersive, interactive comedy show that invites audience members to participate in the 

formation of a one-night-only cult. Additionally, Moontower Just For Laughs Austin will feature Zach 

Zucker’s Stamptown, his raunchy, chaotic, award-winning variety show in both English and Spanish, as 



well as all four of Saturday Night Live’s newest cast members: Marcello Hernandez, Molly Kearney, 

Michael Longfellow, and Devon Walker, who cut his teeth in the Austin comedy scene before moving to 

New York. 

“As we continue our quest of building the ultimate comedy event in Austin, our partnership with Just 

For Laughs adds more diversity, variety and fun for our comedy fans,” says Lietza Brass, Moontower 

Just For Laughs Austin Festival Director. “Together we bring a large and exciting roster centered on the 

brightest comedy stars of today from the U.S., Texas, and abroad. We’re proud to expand our program 

of presenting shows in Spanish in 2023. We truly have something to please everyone’s taste.”  

Christine Melko-Ross, Vice President of Operations & Business Affairs, Just For Laughs added, “We are 

excited to continue to expand the Moontower Just For Laughs Austin brand and footprint by curating a 

diverse line-up of international and U.S. stars and headliners while shining a spotlight on some of the best 

comedians and podcasts from around the world.”  

New badges this year allow fest-goers to build their own experience. Each “Club Badge” gets you into all 

club shows—that’s TONS of star-studded showcases, stand-up, podcasts, screenings, panels, and 

more—plus nightly parties and lounges during the 4-day comedy binge from April 19-22, while giving 

you early access to purchase tickets to headliner shows in the largest venues, including Paramount, 

State and Bass Concert Hall with superstar Trevor Noah. Fans can upgrade their Club Badge to a Club 

Plus or Club Premium for even earlier access to headliner presales for the best seats in the house and 

other perks like skip-the-line entry to club shows. 

A “Bestie Bundle” option is the best value: buy two or more badges to get $25 off every badge. Bestie 

Bundles also ensure you can sit next to your fest friends when purchasing tickets during headliner 

presales. 

Additional performers and events will be added to the Moontower 2023 lineup in the coming months, 

including more headliners, podcasts, and a variety of comics playing club shows at Moontower venues 

throughout Austin.  

 

 

Moontower Just For Laughs Austin comedy festival badges are on sale now and available for purchase at 

moontowercomedyfest.com. You can also purchase badges at the Paramount Theatre box office or by 

calling 512-474-1221. 

 

 

Moontower Just For Laughs Austin 2023 Initial Talent Lineup 

Paramount & Stateside Headliners are in bold; * denotes Moontower debut; Lineup subject to change 

 

 

Adam Ray 

https://giantnoise-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/Redirect?ukey=1VQqlSZQSXAMXC1Z52JTLbbF2j6NS99Mj9LBSGPPYGvY-0&key=YAMMID-27017629&link=http%3A%2F%2Fmoontowercomedyfest.com
about:blank


Ben Schwartz & Friends* 

Blair Socci* 

Brad Williams 

Carlos Ballarta 

Chelcie Lynn* 

Chris Distefano 

Clara Blackstone 

Dana Gould 

Daphnique Springs* 

Devon Walker 

Emil Wakim* 

Felipe Esparza* 

Giggly Squad* 

Ian Bagg* 

Jeremiah Watkins 

Jon Rudnitsky 

Josh Adam Meyers 

Kenny Sebastian* 

Laura Peek* 

Maddy Smith 

Marcello Hernandez* 

Maria Bamford 

Martin Urbano 

Michael Longfellow* 

Mike Vecchione 

Molly Kearney* 

Moses Storm* 

Nimesh Patel* 

Preacher Lawson 



Punkie Johnson* 

Ralph Barbosa 

Robert Kelly 

Sahib Singh* 

Sarah Tollemache* 

Sawyer Stull 

Seth Meyers 

Shane Torres 

The Sklar Brothers 

Tom Rhodes 

Tyler Groce 

Vir Das 

Zach Zucker  

  

Stay tuned for more talent announcements in the coming months. For up-to-date information on the 

festival, go to moontowercomedyfest.com, follow on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/MoontowerComedy, Twitter @moontowercomedy, and Instagram 

@MoontowerComedy. 

 

 

### 

 

 

ABOUT MOONTOWER COMEDY 

Established in 2011 by the Paramount Theatre and Cap City Comedy Club in Austin, Texas, the 

Moontower Comedy Festival is known for being a world-class festival experience centered around both 

fans and comedians alike. Praised by attendees as “a comedy lover’s dream,” Moontower deftly 

balances star power, cult favorites, emerging talent, and local, Austin-based favorites. As the festival 

takes over 10+ venues each year in downtown Austin, it doubles as a celebration of the “keep it weird” 

city that thrives off that live show energy and lifts up artists of all kinds. In addition to the festival, 

Moontower Comedy Presents brings stand-up, podcasts, and special events to Austin year-round. 

Moontower Comedy and the Paramount Theatre are 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations. 
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ABOUT THE JUST FOR LAUGHS GROUP  

  

Global leader in comedy and home to the #1 Comedy Festival in the World, Just for Laughs Group has 

been launching and championing top comedic talent - from Jerry Seinfeld, Kevin Hart, Amy Schumer, Ali 

Wong, Bill Burr Hasan Minhaj, Jimmy Carr, Trevor Noah, John Mulaney and countless others for close to 

40 years. Founded in 1983, the company is a vertically integrated international powerhouse in the creation 

of multiplatform comedic content. Every year, millions of spectators are entertained at its worldwide 

festivals, from Montréal – the biggest comedy event in the world – to Toronto and Vancouver, Canada; 

Austin, U.S.A.; London, UK; and Sydney, Australia; featuring thousands of Canadian and international 

comedians - from well-established artists to aspiring up-and-comers. With concentrated growth on 

television development and production, the Group’s digital and televised content is shown in over 150 

countries and followed by an online audience of over 14 million. In addition, the Group produces touring 

shows, stages its own musicals, provides talent management services for Quebec artists and is the 

originator of the ComedyPRO and JPR Pro industry conferences together with the daytime, fan centric, 

ComedyCON event. For more information, visit hahaha.com.     

 

 


